Introduction
Quite recently I have obtained for determination a large number of specimens of the genus Tetragonoschema Thomson, 1857 from various institutional and private collections. This material was also supplemented by hunderds of specimens collected by my colleagues and I in Paraguay in the last two years. I discovered that the determination of the species of this genus was impossible without the taxonomic revision of the genus and the study of all type specimens. The genus has been revised twice (Obenberger, 1922; Théry, 1944) , but a reassessment of the types of the previously described species was omitted in both papers; the same problem is found in the papers by Cobos (1949 Cobos ( , 1959 Cobos ( , 1972 in which new species were described. Since the papers mentioned above do not contain proper differential diagnoses it became clear that some species are either very similar to each other or conspecific. According to Bellamy (2008) the genus comprises 35 species distributed in Central and South America.
